The University of Southern Mississippi Nurse Anesthesia Program
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS & CHECKLIST

Completed REQUIREMENT

BSNor MSNfroma full accredited, NLN or CCNE, programinthe United States. BSN
completed at time of application. 3.0 or higher GPA based on a 4.0 system in
both undergraduate and graduate nursing courses.

Completion of the Graduate Record Examination within the past 5 years. Aminimum
analytical score of 3.0 is required.

A current, unencumbered registered nursing license in any state with eligibility for
licensure in Mississippi. (State compacts accepted).

Completion of official application materials and payment of application fees by stated
deadline for the USM Graduate School.

Pay $100 application fee prior to interview, to USM Nurse Anesthesia Program mail to:
Ms Sonia Adams, Student Services Coordinator

118 College Drive #5093

Hattiesburg, MS 39406

Must currently be working full time with atleast one year, preferably two years, of
experienceinan area ofintensive care nursing atthe time of application. ICUs, CVRs,
TraumaICU, Burn ICU, PICU, NICU, Neuro ICU, MedSurg ICU are examples. Step down
units, recovery room, and cath labs do not meet qualifications.

Completedanapproved advanced graduate-level statistics course, achievingagrade of
Borhigherwithinthe past5years. (This may be taken afteradmissiontothe program
from USM in the fall prior to starting program)

Proof of current certification of advanced cardiac life support (ACLS), pediatric
advancedlife support(PALS), basiclife support(BLS), and critical care nurse certification
(CCRN).

Must submit a current curriculum vitae or resume.

Complete and upload the clinical competency checklist — located under Useful Forms on the
USM NAP website

Shadow log or CRNA interview form uploaded to Graduate School Application system. You
may submit both if you like. Both forms are located in the Useful Forms link on the USM Nurse
Anesthesia website. See notes below **

Completesupplemental College of Nursingand Health professions application:

Submissionof three (3)letters of referencefrom individuals (doctoral-level
nursing preferred) familiar with the applicant's academic/professional
background and experiencein nursing practice, specifying in detail the applicant's
capacity for doctoral study and clinical expertise. Immediate supervisor, a CRNA
and one other with knowledge of your ability is required.




You will submit a statement of purpose included in your cover letter. You
should address: a) articulate the reason you have chosen nurse anesthesia
as a career, b) your personal/professional accomplishments, c¢) your
strengths and weaknesses, and d) your short/long range professional goals.
The essay is limited to two pages double-spaced. (Times Roman 12 font or
Arial 11 font size). Only the first two pages will be read if your essay
goes over the limit.

Participate in a personal interview with the Admissions Committee (if invited).

*Email reminders to complete your application are sent through the Graduate School system. It is
up to the applicant to ensure their file is complete by the June 1% deadline. The Graduate School
houses the applications and documents, this is not done within the Nurse Anesthesia Program.
Please do not contact the program or College student services to see if your application is
complete.We will contact you at the email you provided in your application if we see a missing
component during our application review period.

**Shadow Log: Clinical shadowing is essential for prospective applicants considering a career in
nurse anesthesia, allowing the opportunity to gauge and affirm interest in nurse anesthesia as a
career. A shadowing experience provides an introduction to the profession and the day-to-day
responsibilities.

Learning objectives that should serve as guidelines for the shadowing experience include
determining the profession's fit, including aptitude, dedication, and attributes needed to
pursuenurse anesthesia, and understanding the anesthesia roles on the health care team.

Due to current restrictions in many surgical units, shadow experiences may be limited. Ifan
applicant cannot meet the minimum required shadowing hours, he/she will be required to perform and
submit a supplemental CRNA interview.

To complete the interview:

1- Download the Application Supplement-CRNA Interview Form located on the USM NAP
website under Useful Forms

2- Complete the form and submit with--or in place of/or along with --your Shadow Log to the
electronic graduate school application.



