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Course Revalidation Policy (Effective Fall 2023)

Time limits on graduate coursework correspond to time limits on graduate degree programs, and
expired coursework will not count toward a degree. A student who exceeds the time limit for a degree
but successfully petitions for an extension must demonstrate contemporary knowledge of all
coursework in the degree program either by revalidating or repeating courses that have expired prior to
graduation. The revalidation plan must be developed by the major professor/committee chair and
approved by the school director and Dean of the Graduate School. Methods of revalidation may include
but are not limited to, the following: 1) a written comprehensive exam; 2) a scholarly paper or
annotated bibliography; 3) a portfolio or project. The following stipulations must be met:

e Whenever possible, a course revalidation should be conducted by the original instructor;
otherwise, another instructor with appropriate expertise may oversee the course revalidation.

e A maximum of 50% of the credit hours in a degree program may be revalidated with approval of
the graduate dean (e.g. 27 hours of a 54 hour curriculum).

e  Course revalidations must receive an evaluation of satisfactory on the first attempt. Second
attempts are not allowed.

e Expired content courses in excess of the 50% must be repeated, and at least a B- must be
earned.

e Any expired course for which a grade of C+ or below was earned must be repeated, not
revalidated, and at least B- must be earned. The Course Retake Policy is unchanged by course
expiration.

e Expired transfer courses or courses used to meet competencies in a second, higher graduate
degree cannot be used to meet degree requirements, and thus, they cannot be revalidated.
(See policies).

The student must remit a $50 revalidation fee for each course, not to exceed a maximum of $400. After
completing the course revalidation, the Revalidation Verification Form must be submitted to the
Graduate School by the Graduate Coordinator.


https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcatalog.usm.edu%2Fcontent.php%3Fcatoid%3D30%26navoid%3D1905&data=05%7C01%7CShaadi.Shoubaki%40usm.edu%7C4e9abdc0483f4814ce3f08dad6f3b410%7C7f3da4be2722432ebfa764080d1eb1dc%7C0%7C0%7C638058639427199286%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yhsml1Y%2FDuRKe27egiXkJexLbb68ovWHqT8srSvRrCo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcatalog.usm.edu%2Fcontent.php%3Fcatoid%3D30%26navoid%3D1903&data=05%7C01%7CShaadi.Shoubaki%40usm.edu%7C4e9abdc0483f4814ce3f08dad6f3b410%7C7f3da4be2722432ebfa764080d1eb1dc%7C0%7C0%7C638058639427511768%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BDlHMpmwV3KzHJYf68itEGIdWcgL2u644om3DBegCqc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcatalog.usm.edu%2Fcontent.php%3Fcatoid%3D30%26navoid%3D1905%2523credit_transfer_policies&data=05%7C01%7CShaadi.Shoubaki%40usm.edu%7C4e9abdc0483f4814ce3f08dad6f3b410%7C7f3da4be2722432ebfa764080d1eb1dc%7C0%7C0%7C638058639427511768%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ol5KJufn%2BvjoV5WsSLbPmyZVjw8m7EfRpWqAng1Laeo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.usm.edu/graduate-school/graduate-school-attachments/revalidation_verifications_passlocked_august_2019.pdf

